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European context

ÁBologna Declaration 1999:

ȰÐÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ ÃÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÑÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÁÓÓÕÒÁÎÃÅȱ

ÝEstablishment of quality assurance agencies in European 
countries  delivering accreditation

ÝDevelopment of criteria and procedures to assess higher 
education institutions 

ÝPromotion of closer collaboration between such agencies at 
European level (for more comparability and compatibility)
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Some definitions

Quality assurance:

Á Collective term for systems/ systematic methods set up to monitor 
courses, qualifications and the institutions which run them 

ÁObjective = ensure reliability, consistency and the maintaining of 
fair, rigorous practices and high standards

Internal vs external quality assurance:

Á Systemsset up andoperatedby the institution itself 

Á Systems operatedby others (such as government, 
accreditation agencies)
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AEC Approach to QAA

ÁAssisting AEC member institutions + raising their awareness

ÁCreating a European + music-specific approach to quality 
assurance

ɆSpecific characteristics of higher music education

Ɇ International nature of music

ɆExisting expertise in the institutions

Ɇ Criteria developed by the sector itself
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Documents of reference

ÁAEC Framework Document 

Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Higher Music 
Education: Characteristics, Criteria and Procedures

ÁHandbook 

How to prepare for an institutional or programme review in 
Higher Music Education?
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AEC Framework Document - Chapters

Á Characteristics of Higher Music Education
Á Characteristics for quality assurance in music
Á Programme outcomes
Á Criteria for programme and institutional review in music
ɆCriteria for programme review

ɆCriteria for institutional review

Á Procedures for programme and institutional review in music

Annexes: 

Á Ȭ0ÏÌÉÆÏÎÉÁȾ$ÕÂÌÉÎ $ÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÏÒÓȭ ÁÎÄ !%# ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ /ÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ 
ΫÓÔȟ άÎÄ ÁÎÄ έÒÄ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÃÙÃÌÅÓ ÉÎ ÍÕÓÉÃ ɉȬ0ÏÌÉÆÏÎÉÁȭ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔɊ 

Á Glossary of Terms
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AEC Framework Document 
Evaluation Criteria

1. Mission (or Programme goals and context)

2. Educational processes

3. Student qualifications

4. Teaching staff

5. Environment, resources and support

6. /ÒÇÁÎÉÓÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎȤÍÁËÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓÅÓ ÁÎÄ 
internal quality assurance system

7. Public interaction
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AEC Framework Document ɀ
Use in  informal contexts

Á Programme review or Institutional review

Á Self-evaluation report

Á On-site visit by experts (1.5 to 2.5 days)

Á Report with recommendations for improvements

Á no accreditation decision
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AEC Framework Document ɀ
Use in formal contexts

Á AEC cooperates with a National Accreditation Agency

Á Programme review or Institutional review

Á Types of cooperation:

Ɇ AEC criteria (merged) and experts and procedure

Ɇ AEC criteria (merged) + experts

Ɇ AEC experts (Register of experts)

Á Accreditation decision by Agency
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AEC Handbook

- for informal reviews -
Á Practical information:

Ɇ Application for informal review

Ɇ Material to be prepared

Ɇ Site-visit and preparation

Ɇ Composition of review team

Ɇ Outcome
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Institutions visited (2007 -2010)

ÁReview Scheme tested in Spring 2007:

ɆWeimar, Prague, Trieste, Oslo

ÁInformal reviews since Fall 2007:

ɆInstitutional reviews

Belgrade, Sarajevo, Banja Luka, Cetinje, Novi Sad, 
Oviedo, Birmingham, Singapore, Bydgoszcz, Lodz, 
Wroclaw, Krakow

ɆProgramme reviews

Groningen, Porto
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Institutions visited (2007 -2010)

ÁFormal reviews since Fall 2007:

ɆInstitutional reviews

Cluj-Napoca (ARACIS), Bucarest (ARACIS)

ɆProgramme reviews

Trossingen (ACQUIN), Luzern (OAQ), Lugano (OAQ), 
Genève-Lausanne (OAQ), Basel (OAQ), Zurich 
(ACQUIN), Bern (ACQUIN),Karlsruhe (ZEvA),Vilnius 
(CQAHE) 
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Oversight of the scheme

ÁThe AEC Accreditation Working Group 
considers:

ɆRegister of Experts

ɆFramework document and Handbook

ɆEvaluation of the scheme

ɆMakes recommendations on the future of the scheme
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First impressions

ÁVery positive feedback received from the visited 
institutions and from reviewers

ÁSignificant demand for the service and particular 
interest in formal reviews

ÁConsiderable amount of work involved by all 
participants
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Perspective of a visited institution

Philippe Dinkel 
Conservatoire de Musique de Geneve
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Becoming an AEC reviewer

Christopher Caine, Trinity College of Music, London 
Stefan Gies, Hochschule für Musik Carl Maria von Weber, Dresden 

Grzegorz  Kurzynski, Wroclaw
Pau Monterde, Catalunya

Claus Finderup, Copenhagen



Ȭ0ÏÌÉÆÏÎÉÁȭ !ÃÃÒÅÄÉÔÁÔÉÏÎ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ 'ÒÏÕÐ
AEC Congress 2010, Warsaw, November 6

Criteria to become an AEC Reviewer

ÁMeet two or more of the following requirements:

ɆExperience/knowledge in QA in higher music 
education

ɆAppropriate artistic and/or academic qualification and 
recognised expertise in relevant areas

ɆRelevant international experience

ɆBroad knowledge of teaching and learning methods

ɆExperience in development, design, provision and 
evaluation of higher education programmes in music.
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Applying for the AEC Register of 
Experts

ÁContact the AEC office (aecinfo@aecinfo.org). 

ÁFill in a specific CV template in order to feature in the 
database.

ÁYour application will be considered by the AEC through 
the Accreditation Working Group


